
HOW TO JOIN

Contact:
info@microinsurancenetwork.org

Or apply online at: 
www.microinsurancenetwork.org/member

BECOME A MEMBER

• Gain access to peers and influence best 
practices

• Share your expertise and get insights from 
experts

• Receive invitations to exclusive events

• Stay informed on the latest microinsurance
news

• Shape our agenda and participate in
decision-making

Connect. Participate. Influence

Welcome!
We will begin shortly 

mailto:info@microinsurancenetwork.org


EXPERT FORUM: UNDERSTANDING DONOR 
ENGAGEMENTS IN MICROINSURANCE



Moderator:

Ulrich Hess
Senior Advisor



 To ensure the highest quality of experience, all participants will be 
muted

Housekeeping Items

 Today’s Expert Forum is scheduled to last 1 hour including Q&A

 QUESTIONS can be submitted via the “Chat”or Q & A 
features

OR
 “Raise Hand” icon to speak
 Lower Hand and mute after

 Slides and a recording of this presentation will be 
circulated after we conclude

 Message the MFW4A Secretariat for any issues



www.microinsurancenetwork.org

1. Identify interventions with details since 2011

2. Place interventions in terms of objective, method, funding, and 
development areas

3. Establish patterns and trends in this landscape

4. Suggest key areas of focus emerging from these patterns 

5. Identify global trends

6. Identify donors who are interested in collaborating to develop new 
donor guidelines on microinsurance

Objective



Speaker:

Liz McGuinness
Founder & President



FUNDING



Median Value of Grants 
in Range $US 100,000-499,000 (2015)

Total Value Of Grants Provided By 
Donors Varies Widely

Average Number of Active MI Grants per Donor in 2015 = 5.9
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MARKET SYSTEMS VS. PRODUCTS



Trends in Donors’ Objectives in 
Supporting Microinsurance –
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In Future, 3 Products Will See More 
Support
Life insurance, Will See Less Support
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Future: Many See their Role as 
Supporting Market Systems 
Development
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Peter Wrede
Senior Insurance Specialist
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Aurore Lambert
Project Manager



PRIORITY SECTORS AND 
PRODUCTS



TRENDS
 “Inclusion of Agriculture 

as a core sector … means 
that we expect greater 
attention to this area.” 

 “There are increasing 
concerns about 
adaptation to climate 
change amongst our 
partners …” (AFD)

 “Strong (political) focus 
on climate risk 
insurance.”  (GIZ)
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• 9 institutions ranked 
agriculture #1 priority

• Median amount 
committed is higher

• Most plan increased 
funding in 2016

• A few will increase 
significantly

Ag insurance “is a major 
factor in farmers accessing 
finance”

Priority Sector 2016-2018: Agriculture
Agricultural insurance funding poised to increase 
over next 3 years



• 3 institutions ranked it  
#1 priority

• Microinsurance
portfolios tend to be 
smaller

• Funding flat this year, 
will increase some  in 
2017 & 2018

“interest in digital financial 
services beyond payments 
services “

Priority Sector 2016-2018: Financial 
Inclusion
Financial Inclusion ranked #2 overall



• 2 donors ranked 
climate change #1 
priority

• Funding expected to 
increase some in 2016, 
and then remain steady

Due to “strong political focus on 
climate risk insurance”

“Increasing funding available for 
climate change and agricultural 
insurance”

Climate Change funding will increase some

Priority Sector 2016-2018: Climate 
Change



Areas of Opportunity: 
Agricultural and Health Products, Regulatory and 
Supervision Support and “Other” (2016-2018)

Regulatory and 
Supervision 
Support 5

Scaling 2

Other 5
Agricultural 
Insurance 7

Livestock 1

Index Ins. 3

MI General 1

Health 4

Property 1
Disaster Risk 
Finance 1
Climate Change 2

Digital 
Insurance 2

Products

n=34



Moderator:

Ulrich Hess

Senior Advisor



AGRICULTURAL INSURANCE

GIZ - Ulrich Hess



Obstacles to scale-up for agricultural (index) 
insurance

 Data

 Historical data

 Weather stations

 Basis risk/Actuarial capacity

 Demand/Financial Literacy

 Distribution

 Regulatory hurdles

GIZ - Ulrich Hess28.04.2016



National Insurance Market

 Advisory services on 

strategic and 

organizational

development

 Support piloting of new

insurance services: 

product development

and  distribution

 Advisory services on 

designing and carrying

out financial literacy

activities

 Development of

supervisory capacities

for regulating and 

monitoring insurance

sector

 Establishment of

insurance industry

networks

 Advisory services on 

financial inclusion

strategies and consumer

protection

 Support of training

institutions, associations

and other technical

service providers

 Linking international 

technology providers

with local partners

 Pilot testing innovative 

technologies

Regulators & Ministries Associations & Service 
Providers

Insurers & Distributors

Our Multi-level Approach
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Our Advisory Services to Key Stakeholders  



Sector Projects / Initiatives Insurance (Global)
• Sector Project Financial systems approaches to insurance
• Access to Insurance Initiative 

Ghana 
• Promoting

Insurance in Ghana 

India
• Rural Insurance Services 

Programme

Peru
Climate, Agriculture and Risk 
Transfer

Nigeria
• Promotion of Economic Growth

Egypt
• PPP with Allianz SE on 

microinsurance
• Microinsurance Regulation

Uganda
• Advisory services to 

supervisor 

Southeast Asia 
• Agricultural Insurance, Food 

Security and Remote sensing 
technology (RIICE project)

Asia 
• Regulatory Framework Promotion of Pro-

poor Insurance Markets in Asia: Philippines, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Vietnam 

Africa 
• Making Finance Work for 

Africa 

Georgia 
• Country 

Diagnostic 

Paraguay
Agricultural Insurance for family 
farmers

Our Current FSD Insurance Project Portfolio as of Oct 2015

Agricultural and climate risk insurance

Financial Inclusion (with a focus on insurance)



Thoughts on Agricultural Insurance Policy: G20 
Working Paper

Website: http://smefinanceforum.org/post/g-20-round-table-on-
innovations-in-agricultural-finance

GIZ - Ulrich Hess28.04.2016

http://smefinanceforum.org/post/g-20-round-table-on-innovations-in-agricultural-finance
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LENA HERON
SENIOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT
ADVISOR



USAID Engagement in MicroInsurance

Lena Heron

Bureau for Food Security

April 28, 2016



USAID defines resilience as:

the ability of people, households, communities, countries and systems 
(social, economic, ecological) to mitigate, adapt to and recover from 
shocks and stresses in a manner that reduces chronic vulnerability and 
facilitates inclusive growth

Initial focus on recurrent crises at the intersection of chronic poverty 
and exposure to shocks and stresses

DEFINING RESILIENCE



1. Developmental focus on people and places subject to recurrent crisis

2. Shocks/stresses more explicitly recognized as perennial features 

(not anomalies).  Concurrent investment to:
 Reduce and manage risk - absorptive capacity

 Build adaptive capacity - adaptive capacity

 Facilitate inclusive growth - transformative capacity

3. Joint humanitarian and development analysis, planning and 

implementation

KEY FEATURES OF USAID RESILIENCE EFFORTS 



Evidence of Impact*

• Insured HHs are 25% less likely to reduce the numbers of 
meals consumed per day (43% less likely among more 
vulnerable HHs).

• 36% lower likelihood of distress livestock sales among 
insured HHs; (64% lower among HHs with more than 8.4 
TLU.

• Insured HHs invest more in vet services, reduce herd sizes 
and experience increase in milk productivity and total milk 
income.

* Jansen, Barrett and Mude, 2014



Insurance for resilience in Northern Kenya

• Grew out of research on 
persistent poverty in 2003;

• Piloted in 2008 as add-on to 
HSNP; expanded by DFID and 
AusAID in 2012;

• Scaled by the Government of 
Kenya as a part of their 
resilience program beginning in 
2015.

Photo:  ILRI
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Q & A



Microinsurance Network
39 Rue Glesener
1631 Luxembourg
+352 262978

info@microinsurancenetwork.org

www.microinsurancenetwork.org

Microinsurance Network

The global multi-stakeholder platform 
for microinsurance experts to work together. 

Over 80 institutional members in more 
than 30 countries

Connect. Participate. Influence


